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RESEARCH ABSTRACT 


Researcher Name: Mohammed bin Ibrahim bin Abdullah AlTuraif 

Research Title: The Scientific Standards of Sheikh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah in the Criticism of Concepts 
and Ideas, and the Evaluation of Scientists and Thinkers 

Research Objective: this research aims to highlight the most important scientific standards of Shaykh al- 
Islam Ibn Taymiyyah in the criticism of concepts and ideas, and the evaluation of scientists and thinkers, 
along with a discussion of some issues and educational views through these standards. 

Research Methodology: the descriptive approach (documentary) which is based on a combination of 
careful and accurate records and documents related to the subject of the search, and then the 
comprehensive analysis of its contents in order to answer the research questions, along with a reliance 
on the deduction and induction ways to achieve this. 

Research chapters: after the introductory section, this research includes three chapters as follows: 
Chapter I: It’s about Ibn Taymiyyah and his era. It includes three parts: the first part is about the most 
important features of the era of Ibn Taymiyyah. The second part is about the major challenges 
prevailing in the era of Ibn Taymiyyah and his stance about them. The third part is about the life of Ibn 
Taymiyyah and some aspects of his scientific and practical career. 

Chapter II: It’s about the scientific standards of Sheikh al-Islam in the criticism of concepts and ideas. It 
includes three parts: the first part is about the standard of reliance on evidence and proof. The second 
part is about the standard of accuracy in the redaction of words and terms. The third part is about the 
standard of analyzing concepts and ideas. 

Chapter III: It is about the scientific standards of the Sheikh al-Islam in the evaluation of scientists and 
thinkers. It includes two parts: the first part is about the scientific integrity in all its dimensions. The 
second part is about the most prominent manifestations of Sheikh al-Islam’s justice in the evaluation of 
scholars and thinkers, and the independence of the negative effects that prevent justice. 

The conclusion: comprising the most important findings and recommendations. 





A. Results: the researcher has achieved a number of outcomes notably the following: 

1. The sheikh of Islam, as evidenced by his life and his works, was characterized by two strengths: a practical 
strength through which he tamed himself via worship, Azkar (supplications) and morality, and a scientific 
strength through which he could criticize many concepts and ideas, and debate many scientists and thinkers. 
2. Tyranny, both political and scientific, cultural domination of some ideas, inherited traditions, including Bida 
(heresies), fanaticism, and imitations are the major challenges that faced the sheikh of Islam in his critical and 
reformist scheme. 3. The sheikh of Islam’s standard of reliance on evidence and proof is based on taking the right 
evidence from whatever source; legal, mental or experimental, with a comprehensive knowledge of the concept of 
evidence and its characteristics. It is also based on the valuable scientific steps necessary to achieve sound 
reasoning. 4, The standard of accuracy in the redaction of words and terms is based on the distinction between 
the Sharia (legitimate) terms and other terms, with attention to the correct meanings when using newly~coined 
terminology, inquiring about the meaning intended when mass nouns are used, accuracy in translation when 
using non-Arab terms, and considering the context along with verbal and current clues to know the meaning of 
words. 5. Linking ideas to their origins, analyzing concepts including their introductions, soundings and partition, 
and keeping track of ideas are the leading determinants of the sheikh of Islam’s standard of analysis of concepts 
and ideas. 6. For a researcher to be characterized by scientific integrity in the evaluation of scholars and 
intellectuals, he must verify when quoting and attributing speeches, opinions and works to their owners. 7. The 
evaluation of scholars and thinkers is based on several considerations that should be met in order to achieve 
justice, including: equity, realism in dealing with scholars, attention to the opinion and last workbook of the 
scholar, keeping track of his habits of speech, knowing his resources, and acquitting him from what has unjustly 
been attributed to him, differentiating between his words and their requirements, meeting his arguments and 
evidences. This can only be achieved with independence of fancies, intolerance and false suspicions. 


B. Recommendations: The researcher has achieved a number of recommendations notably the following: 
1. The establishment of a scientific chair holding the name of the sheikh of Islam that is supervised by a university. 
2. Conduction surveys on many educational researches with the application of the scientific standards of the 
sheikh of Islam Ibn Taymiyyah and other scholars.3. Transforming the scientific standards of the sheikh of Islam 
Ibn Taymiyyah into training sessions from which to develop detailed procedures in the criticism of contemporary 
concepts and ideas. 4. Promoting Ibn Taymiyyah’s critical methodology with field researches. 5. Wording a moral 
document with specific and clear elements for educational researchers to take advantage of when studying the 
heritage of scholars and thinkers. 6. Selecting one of the scientific standards of the sheikh of al-Islam Ibn 
Taymiyyah or another scientist and applying it through a survey on educational researches in various fields. 
7. Implementing an educational syllabus on the critical approach in post- graduate studies highlighting Muslim 
scholars’ critical scientific standards. 
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